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CENTRE FOR ENVIRONMENTAL

INFORMATION AND EDUCATION - CEIE

The Centre for Environmental Information and Education is established in year 1994 with the mission to increase the information provision, to raise awareness and provide education and training to the citizens, volunteers and members of NGOs and institutions representatives in Bulgaria on the environmental subjects and problems, to encourage the efficient use of the natural resources and the sustainable development on local, national and regional level.

PRIMARY GOALS OF THE SOCIETY:
· To increase the public awareness on the environmental subjects and problems;

· To promote and facilitate public participation in the decision-making process for environment-related issues at local, regional, national and international levels;

· To assist NGOs, local stakeholders and citizens in access to information and justice for environment and development issues;

· To stop or alter projects that destroy or damage environment, and promote and propose sustainable development alternatives that save nature.

FOR ACHIEVING OUR GOALS WE APPLY FOLLOWIN APPROACHES:
· search, collection, summarization and publishing information about environmental problems;

· official correspondence and applying the legal procedures for access to information;

· preparation of independent expert assessments, participation and organization of discussions, consultative public meetings and hearings on environmental problems;

· organizing and carrying out workshops, seminars, meetings and trainings on environment topics and capacity building for representatives of local NGOs, municipality administrations and entrepreneurs on environmental subjects;

· preparation, publication and dissemination to general public informational materials and papers on effective use of resources and pollution prevention;

· development of analysis and research reports on different areas and aspects of sustainable development; preparation and provision investigations of projects, programmes, strategies and proposals for sustainable alternatives on energy, transport, water problems (including Danube basin), wastes, alternative tourism;

· monitoring of activities, policies and programmes of IFIs and EU funds;

· organizing and carrying out public awareness campaigns, actions, lobby activities, and other direct and non-direct activities on local, national and international level;

· takes part in decision making and undertake legal procedures when necessary;

· conducts law-suits against institutional acts that violate environmental legislation in Bulgaria;

· coordination and/or support of local NGO activities countrywide and partnership with other NGOs on national and international level, incl. creation of ad-hoc coalitions;
· continuous partnership with local and national media, carrying out PR and media campaigns;
· cooperation and consultations with representatives of official institutions, businesses and associations;
· individual consultations for citizens, NGO representatives and other interested local stakeholders;
· increasing the qualification of the members and volunteers of the organization and improving the organizational scheme of CEIE.
MAIN PROGRAMMES IMPLEMENTED: 

· CEE BankWatch – for monitoring of the activities of International Financial Institutions concerning the environmental and social coherence with national and EU legislation and their own policies whereas such policies do exist; 

· Danube Basin – awareness raising and encouraging the integrated water management, applying the basin approach, public participation in the decisions making processes, development of alternative sustainable and cost-effective practices for water pollution reduction, wetlands management and flood risk management; 

· Western Stara Planina and NATURA 2000 implementation – encouraging sustainable practices and support for development of transborder partnership, establishment of Nature Park, increasing capacities of local NGOs, entrepreneurs and municipality administrations for projects preparation and development of alternative tourism, sustainable agriculture and forest practices, management of protected territories. Building cooperation among various stakeholders with regard the establishment of the NATURA 2000 EU Ecological Network in Bulgaria, development relevant standard documentation, data base and maps, elaboration stakeholder friendly information materials and recommendations. Communication, information and consultation for the local interested parties.
CURRENT ACTIVITIES – 2005-2007: 

· CEE Bankwatch Network - monitoring of International Financial Institutions and EU Funds
· Environmental Fiscal Reform
· Public participation in National Development Plan 2007-2013 process
· NPP BeleNe National Coalition Initiative
· Danube Regional Project - support for local activities concerning nutrient pollution reduction and public participation in the river basin management 

· "Addressing Nutrient and Toxic Pollution in the Sub-basins of the Morava, Mura and Ogosta Rivers" - cooperative project with partners from Slovak Republic and Slovenia
· “Danube Art Master” Competition – national competition for school students connected to the celebration of the International Danube Day
· “Enhancing Access to Information and Public Participation in Environmental Decision Making” – Danube Regional Project/UNDP/GEF – implementation participatory practices in the water management processes in Danube Basin
· "NATURA 2000 in Bulgariа - public contribution" - in cooperation with International Agriculture Centre/Wageningen International - the Netherlands
· "Protection of the Petrohan peat-bog - one of the last habitats of Triturus Alpestris in Bulgaria" 

· Initiative for support of local municipalities and entrepreneurs for implementation of energy efficiency measures and building of constructed wetlands 
· Establishment of Eco-park “Kom-Petrohan” and renovation of existing tourist infrastructure , training of local nature lovers and tourist guides, consultation on development of local sustainable tourism strategy for Development of Ecotourism in Berkovitca municipality PHARE Project
· “The Right to Know and to Participate in Water Management” - Development training programme for local stakeholders from Osam river sub-basin.
· Promotion of Lower Danube Green Corridor and encouraging public initiatives in Bulgarian part of the Danube Basin – in cooperation with WWF-DCP

· Intercede campaign for the Bulgarian Nature Heritage – in cooperation with 13 Bulgarian environmental and nature protection NGOs

· Public contribution and participatory campaign “Protection of the proposed Natura 2000 zones in Bulgaria” – in cooperation with Bulgarian Biodiversity Foundation

For achieving our goals we rely on the collaboration of large quarter of volunteers, NGO members and independent experts from the country. We work with organisations from numerous countries in Europe and America. CEIE is a member of CEE Bankwatch network, Danube Environmental Forum and European Environmental Bureau.

The actual projects of the organisation are developed through employing experts and volunteers. The membership is voluntary. Board consisting of three people takes the decisions while an executive director is responsible for co-ordination and financial management. The General Assembly - the superior body is convoked annually.
ORGANISATION DETAILS:

Address: Bulgaria, 1421 Sofia, 67 Tsanko Tserkovski St., entr. 3, fl. 2, apt. 3

Tel./fax : +359 2 8669047, e-mail: ceie@ceie.org; web page: http://www.ceie.org

Founded: 1994, registered: 04.01.1995 Registration # 20074/1994 – Court of Sofia, Bulgaria; SA# 831802077 U; Registration # 20040206010 - Register of Entities with Non-for-profit Goals, Ministry of Justice, Sofia, Bulgaria

Funding sources: 99 % projects donations, 1 % general donations

Working level: local, national, regional, international

Languages: English, German, French, Russian, Bulgarian (native)

Staff (2006): four persons continuously involved and seven consultants/experts, experienced in preparation of sustainable development programmes, capacity building and training, public involvement programming, overall environmental project management, public relations concerning environment activities and sustainable development and implementation of environment legislation; in addition a team of 30 fieldwork experts was hired for the implementation of the Natura 2000 initiative.

Volunteers/members: between 15 and 20 people.

	Financial data

in EUR
	Year 2002
	Year 2003
	Year 2004
	Year 2005
	Year 2006

	Annual Turnover
	24422,08
	33674,81
	43403,34
	88655,81
	115285,95
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